
AG POINTS 
Upcoming Events 
 
●Soybean 101 - 12/8, 9am
-11am Cotton Museum, 
Lake Providence, LA 
 
●Beltwide Cotton 
Conference - 1/4/17-
1/6/17, Dallas, TX 
 
●Tri-State Soybean 
Forum—1/6/2017, Dumas 
Community Center, 
Dumas, AR 

●Northeast LA Ag Expo -
1/13/17-1/14/17, Ike 
Hamilton Center, West 
Monroe, LA 
 
●Southern Weed Science 
Society Meeting,- 1/23/17-
1/25/17, Birmingham, AL 
 
●Northeast  LA District 
Livestock Show, - 2/2/17-
2/4/17, Delhi, LA 
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Winter Ideal Time to Prepare 

for Next Year’s Irrigation 

By:  R. L. Frazier 

Harvest is finished and fall field work completed. Why not 

start making preparation for next year’s irrigation? No, I 

haven’t lost my mind completely.  

What do I mean when I say winter preparation? Do you know 

your well flow? Are you having trouble getting your field to 

water evenly? Or worse, do you know if you have a problem 

with salt in your wells? These are real issues we face every 

year in northeast Louisiana. Many of these problems can be 

addressed this winter.  

Aquifer depletion, salt water intrusion, and water conservation 

are all big news topics. Here in northeast Louisiana we think 

we are exempt from these issues, but how badly mistaken we 

are. We see more and more salt water creeping into our 

irrigation wells each year.  

With the number of irrigation wells having doubled over the 

past five years and still increasing, we continue to experience 

low water issues in our wells. Wells are having to be lowered 

each year to have enough water to prevent surging and 

maintain a constant flow. How do we deal with this? 

Agricultural News Featuring East Carroll, West Carroll and Madison Parishes    Fall/Winter 2016 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj5lOWfporQAhVDbSYKHRwMAHUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fextension.msstate.edu%2Fnews%2Ffeature-story%2F2014%2Fwater-conservation-summit-planned-for-dec-10-delta&psig=AFQ


Soybean 101 

A new lecture series designed for 

young producers and established 

producers covering a specific 

crop from the time the seed goes 

into the ground until harvest is 

now being offered by LSU 

AgCenter County Agents R. L. 

Frazier, Bruce Garner and Donna 

Lee. The first topic will be 

Soybean being held on 

December 8, 2016, 9am—11am, 

at the Cotton Museum in Lake 

Providence, LA. 

Join us on December 8th and 

brush up on your Soybean 

biology. 

Irrigation 
Well Flow 
Testing 
LSU AgCenter has 3 

flowmeters that can be 

used by producers to test 

their wells. Sizes are 8”, 

10” and 12”.  Contact your 

local county agent if 

interested in borrowing a 

flow meter. 

My first suggestion would be do a flow test at each riser. 

Due to friction loss, flow rates decrease the farther water 

has to be pushed from the well. When doing a flow test 

allow ample time for the well to stabilize and reach a 

constant flow. Many times during the first 2-3 minutes of a 

flow test the well will show a much higher rate than when 

all lines are filled and air is removed. In many cases the 

flow rate after five minutes will drop 500 or more gallons 

from the initial flow rate. Don’t rush it! Allow plenty of time 

for it to reach a constant flow. This is why I recommended 

this be done now instead of when you are needing to 

irrigate. 

Most extension offices have, or have access to, flow 

meters that are available to flow test your wells. A good 

time to collect a water sample and do a salinity test is while 

conducting your flow test. Wells will need to be rechecked 

every couple of years, or when you notice a change in the 

flow. 

Now that you have a flow rate, take the time to use a 

computerized hole selection program like PHAUCET or 

Pipe Planner. You need to create a hole sizing that is 

specific to your fields to ensure they will water out more 

uniformly, thus eliminating waterlogged sections, conserve 

water and reduce pumping costs. In addition to the flow 

rate all you need to run either program will be the elevation 

rise or fall of your field from the well to the end of the poly 

tube. This information can be retrieved from your tractor or 

combine if you have any type of GPS system on board to 

record data. Both Pipe Planner and PHAUCET are free 

programs. With just a little practice you can design your 

irrigation plans this winter from the comforts of your office. 

Then come next year, when you are ready to roll out the 

poly pipe, just grab your plan and hole punch to start 

punching the correct hole sizes and notice how uniform 

your fields water compared to the past.  

Contact your local LSU Extension Office for assistance 

with well flow and computerized hole selection programs, 

or contact R.L. Frazier at rfrazier@agcenter.lsu.edu or call 

318-267-6714 or 318-574-2465.  

Flow Meter 

Soybean 
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Considerations for Planting 

Winter Cover Crops 

By:  Bruce Garner 

In the past few years planting winter cover crops has become a 

practice that has been adopted by many farmers and many more 

farmers have considered planting winter cover crops, but are still 

on the fence. There are many benefits to planting cover crops, 

but there is not a “silver bullet” cover crop that will give all 

farmers all of the benefits across all soil types and farming 

practices. To get the most benefits out of planting cover crops, a 

producer needs to answer a few questions before they even 

select a cover crop to plant. What are the goals that you are 

looking to achieve: To add organic matter through biomass; to 

improve soil structure; to reduce erosion; to provide nitrogen.  

A quick review of available LSU AgCenter research shows that if 

your goal is to add organic matter through biomass, and to 

provide nitrogen vetch’s and clovers are one of the best choices. 

If your goal is to improve soil structure and reduce erosion, 

options are brassica cover crops, such as radishes or turnips. 

Brassicas establish quickly to provide biomass above ground 

and can put down impressive root structures in some soil types.  

Regardless of which cover crop a farmer chooses, termination of 

the cover crop is very important. With mild Louisiana winters 

termination can be a challenge. A balance must be found 

between allowing the cover crop to attain enough biomass 

growth and nitrogen fixation to be beneficial while still giving 

enough time to effectively terminate growth and breaking the 

“green bridge” that allow insects and disease a path into the cash 

crop.   

As stated earlier there is no “silver bullet” cover crop that 

addresses all potential goals, but there are cover crops that 

provide better results than others for different goals. Factors that 

are important in selection of cover crops are winter survival, 

biomass potential, maturity time, and nitrogen fixing potential. 

Discussion of the specific characteristics of the many available 

cover crops that can be planted in Louisiana are too extensive to 

be included in this article, but information on the advantages and 

disadvantages of each are available from LSU AgCenter 

personnel in parish offices and research centers across 

Louisiana and from USDA Natural Resources Conservation 

Service field agronomists.   

Hairy Vetch 

Clover 

Tillage Radish 



Fall and Winter Weed Management 

By:  Donna R. Lee 

The world of weeds in agricultural settings is constantly 

evolving. As we manage to control one species of weed 

in the field, another species is behind it ready to take its 

place. Understanding the biology of some of our more 

troublesome weeds will help to apply control measures 

in a more efficacious manner. The first and possibly the 

most important constant in weed control is, “The smaller 

the weed, the easier to control.” This includes some of 

our harder to control species such as Palmer amaranth. 

From a biological standpoint, you need to know when 

these weeds will emerge so that the smaller is better 

concept can be adapted. The below chart gives 

germination periods for 3 of our most difficult to control 

winter weeds. 

Control measures in Tables 1, 2 and 3 below are from 

Dr. Daniel Stephenson, Dr. Donnie Miller and Dr. 

Josh Copes, LSU AgCenter Weed Scientists and 

Mississippi State University. In order for any weed 

control program to be effective it must fit your farm and 

your farming practices. The below tables will help you 

find a program that will work for you.  

There are both positive and negative aspects to fall/

winter weed burndown. Below is a listing from LSU 

AgCenter weed scientists. 

 

 

 

Weed 
Species 

Germination Comments 

Ryegrass October-November; 
and  January-March 

October-November being the 
emergence we are most concerned 
with. 

Henbit Late September-early  
December; late 
January-April 

September-November emergence are 
the most difficult to control with spring 
burndown. 

Mare’s Tail October-June Glyphosate-resistant biotypes tend to 
have longer germination window. 

Fall Burndown 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjSs8HI_ozQAhUBV2MKHTphBxIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmsue.anr.msu.edu%2Fnews%2Fspring_2016_field_crop_weeds_update_for_southwest_michigan&bvm=bv.137132246,d.cGc&psig=


 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herbicide Programs to Manage Resistant Italian Ryegrass.1 
(adopted from Mississippi State University) 

Crop Fall2 Winter4,5 Spring6 

Corn S-metolachlor3 at 1.27 lb/a 
of active ingredient 
or Boundary at 2 pt/A 
or Zidua at 2.5 oz/A 
or double disk 

Clethodim at 0.094-
0.125 lb/A of active  
ingredient 

Paraquat7 at 0.75-1 lb/A of active 
ingredient or two applications of paraquat 
spaced 10-14 days apart 

Cotton S-metolachlor3 at 1.27 lb/a 
of active ingredient 
or Zidua at 2.5 oz/A 
or trifluralin at 1.5 lb/A of 
active ingredient 
or double disk 

Clethodim at 0.094-
0.125 lb/A of active  
ingredient 

Paraquat7 at 0.75-1 lb/A of active 
ingredient or two applications of paraquat 
spaced 10-14 days apart 

Soybean S-metolachlor3 at 1.27 lb/a 
of active ingredient 
or Boundary at 2 pt/A 
or Zidua at 2.5 oz/A 
or trifluralin at 1.5 lb/A of 
active ingredient 
or double disk 

Clethodim at 0.094-
0.125 lb/A of active  
ingredient 

Paraquat7 at 0.75-1 lb/A of active 
ingredient or two applications of paraquat 
spaced 10-14 days apart 

Rice Command at 2 pt/A 
or double disk 

Clethodim at 0.094-
0.125 lb/A of active  
ingredient 

Paraquat7 at 0.75-1 lb/A of active  
ingredient or two applications of paraquat 
spaced 10-14 days apart 

POSITIVES OF FALL BURNDOWN 

●Control of herbicide-resistant and other troublesome 
species 

 
●Speed 

Avoid poor weather for POST burndown in spring 
Could reduce POST burndown applications 
Target earlier planting date 
 

●Budget 
Was fall application in current year’s budget? 
Is there extra money that needs to be spent? 

 
NEGATIVES OF FALL BURNDOWN 

 
●Loss of bed integrity 
●Erosion - water and wind 
●Time - interferes with late harvest and/or field work 
●Budget 

 

If you find none of these weed control programs will work for 

you or you have a different weed species issue, please 

contact your county agent who will assist you in finding a 

program that will work for you. 

Table 1.  Italian Ryegrass 

 
 



(1) This guide is to help aid producers in the management and/or prevention of Italian ryegrass.  

Intensive scouting is necessary to determine if control options employed have failed. Timely 

applications are critical in controlling escaped populations. 

 

(2) The most effective residual GR Italian ryegrass control has been achieved when residual 

herbicides are applied from mid-October to Mid-November. Paraquat (Gramoxone SL at 2-3 

pints per acre or the 3-pound paraquat formulation at 1.33-2 pints per acre) plus 

surfactant should be added to soil residual herbicides if GR Italian ryegrass is 

emerged before application. 

 

(3) The S-metolachlor rate should be increased to 1.6 pounds per acre of active ingredient on 

heavier-textured soil. When applying a product that contains metolachlor (Parallel PCS, etc.), 

the rate should be increased by 25%. 

 

(4) Winter applications should be made from mid-January to mid-February and applied when GR 

Italian ryegrass is no more than 4-6 inches tall. 

 

(5) Preplant applications of clethodim (Select Max, Arrow, Volunteer, etc.) should be made at 

least 30 days before planting corn or rice. The higher rate of clethodim should be used if no 

residual herbicide was applied in the fall. Multiple applications of clethodim targeting GR 

Italian ryegrass are discouraged due to the potential for resistance development. 

 

(6) Spring applications should be made from March 1 to March 20 based on careful scouting for 

  emerged GR Italian ryegrass. Postemergence herbicide options for Italian ryegrass are        

  limited following corn emergence. Italian ryegrass should be controlled before       

     planting corn. Spray coverage is critical for weed control with contact herbicides such  

      as paraquat. Be sure to use a spray nozzle (flat fan, twin jet, etc.) that will ensure thorough  

  coverage of the weed. Avoid use of AI (air induction) nozzles with contact herbicides. 

 

(7) Research indicates that addition of atrazine (corn) at 1 quart per acre, metribuzin (soybean)  

at 4 ounces per acre, or diuron (cotton) at 1.5 pints per acre will increase efficacy of       

   paraquat against GR Italian ryegrass. Sequential applications should be based on careful     

     scouting for emergence. 
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Herbicide Options to Management Glyphosate-Resistant Mare’s-tail (Horseweed) in Soybean 
Fall Spring At planting Postemergence 

LeadOff @ 1.5 oz/A dicamba @ 0.25 lb ae/A Sonic or Authority First 
@ 6.45-8 oz/A 

Liberty @ 22-36 oz/A 

Canopy EX @ 2 oz/A Sharpen @ 1-1.5 oz/A Valor XLT @ 3 oz/A FirstRate @ 0.3 oz/A 

Valor XLT @ 3 oz/A   Valor @ 2-3 oz/A   

1.  Best management program should include spring burndown application 4 to 6 weeks prior to planting 
followed by an at-planting application of a residual herbicide.  Postemergence applications of Liberty in 
Liberty Link soybean or glyphosate plus FirstRate should be only for removal of any small (< 4-inch) 
horseweed. 
2.  Due to extended emergence period of horseweed, poor control should be expected if only a spring 
burndown followed by postemergence herbicide application is utilized. 
3.  Tank-mix paraquat at 0.75 lb ai/A + surfactant @ 0.25% v/v or Liberty @ 29 oz/A with all at-planting 
applications. 

Table 2, Henbit 

Fall-applied Herbicide Options to Mange Henbit 

Herbicide Level of Control in 
March 

Goal @ 1 pt/A 8 

LeadOff @ 1.5 oz/A 8 

Valor @ 2 oz/A 7-8 

Dual Magnum @ 1.33 pt/A 5-6 

Zidua @ 2.5 oz/A 4-5 

1.  Level of control shown is following applications made November 1st 
thru December 1st. 

2.  All herbicides tank-mixed with paraquat at 0.75 lb ai/A. 

  Henbit 

Table 3, Mare’s Tail 

Mare’s Tail 
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Contact Information 

R. L. Frazier 
County Agent,  
Madison Parish 

318-267-6714 

Bruce Garner 
County Agent, West 
Carroll Parish 

318-331-9481 

Donna Lee 
County Agent,  

East Carroll Parish 

318-282-4572 

Winter Weed Science Project 
 

Below is a photo of the winter weed science project for  

2016/2017 winter. The purpose is to study water filtration 

from rainfall through cover crops. 
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Ag Points provides updates for the agricultural industry in East Carroll, West Carroll and Madison Parishes. 

 

 

 

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 

East Carroll Parish 

502 First Street 

Lake Providence, LA  71254 


